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January 13, 2015 - Meeting Minutes 

A special meeting of the Freeport City Council was convened at 7:00pm by Mayor Rodney Atkinson with Councilmembers Ken Goebel, Tim Hennen and Ben Ettle present.

Staff in attendance: Clerk-Treasurer Mason Schirmer, Administrative Assistant Adrianna Hennen.
Public in attendance:
Carrie Goebel (207 3rd Ave SE)

Craig Timp (213 2nd Ave NW)

Gary Pierskalla (324 8th St SE)

Gerald Wiechmann (505 1st Ave N)

Mark Middendorf (711 Main St E)
Matt Worms (124 9th Se SE)

Mike Eveslage (106 7th St SW)
Ron Ritter (205 2nd Ave SW)

Vernon Fuchs & Andrea Ramacher (720 1st Av N)

Interviewing Residents Seeking Appointment to City Council
Atkinson asked residents to propose questions that the city councils should consider asking during the interviews. Council reviewed suggested questions then began interviews, setting a maximum time limit of five minutes per interview.
Ron Ritter

K. Goebel asked Ritter what his personal strengths are. Ritter said he served on council for the past five years; he knows the routine and only missed one meeting during that time. Ritter said council must exercise self-control when setting ordinances as well as be fair and honest. Ritter said he received seventy-nine votes for city council during the last election and that he is here for the people that voted for him.


T. Hennen asked Ritter what changes he would like to see. Ritter said the city could use a grocery store.

Carrie Goebel
K. Goebel asked C. Goebel why she is better than any other applicant and what her strengths are. C. Goebel said she just completed four years on council, two years as acting mayor in which she ran meetings, and she served on the EDA. C. Goebel said she is very approachable and always has a willingness to find an answer for residents in a timely manner.


T. Hennen asked C. Goebel what her goals would be. C. Goebel said she wants to further learn how government works.

Atkinson asked C. Goebel what changes she would like to see. C. Goebel said she would like to see more community involvement, especially at city council meetings.

Atkinson asked C. Goebel how her time on the EDA changed her perspective. C. Goebel said her perspective changed very much. C. Goebel said he has a better understanding of how difficult it is to start a business and negotiate land sales, especially when considering expenses such as extending electricity to Industrial Park lots.
Mark Middendorf

K. Goebel asked Middendorf what his personal strengths area. Middendorf said he worked for the city for twelve years doing maintenance, attending city council meetings and was a business man.


Ettle asked Middendorf what his goals are. Middendorf said Freeport is one of the highest taxed towns in Stearns County and that there are places than can be cut.

T. Hennen asked Middendorf what changes he would like to see made. Middendorf said he is ashamed of the in-house fighting and bellering.

Atkinson asked Middendorf what he would bring to city council. Middendorf said maintenance knowledge. K. Goebel asked Middendorf for detail. Middendorf said he can provide suggestions.

Gerald Wiechmann

K. Goebel asked Wiechmann what his strengths are. Wiechmann said he can get along with everybody. Wiechmann said he’d like to see this bickering quit and everybody get along.

T. Hennen asked Wiechmann what his goals are. Wiechmann said a new fire hall.

Ettle asked Wiechmann what changes he would like to see. Wiechmann said he would like to see more development in the Industrial Park.


Craig Timp

K. Goebel asked Timp why he is better than any other applicant. Timp said he is visible, approachable, ambitions, is new blood, and energetic.

K. Goebel asked Timp what his strengths are. Timp said he is very personable and able to keep his temper in check.

T. Hennen asked Timp if he would be able to attend evening city council meetings. Timp said he should be available.


T. Hennen asked Timp what his goals are. Timp said he’s like to see more development in the Industrial Park, trim money, cutback on labor and possible eliminate a full-time position to save money.

Ettle asked Timp what changes he would like to see. Timp said to get bickering and yelling straightened out and keep everyone happy.

Gary Pierskalla

K. Goebel asked Pierskalla what his personal strengths are and why his is a better applicant than anyone else. Pierskalla said he served on city council eighteen years ago and that he is semi-retired now. Pierskalla said he is approachable and easy to get along with. Pierskalla said he is not any better than anyone else; he just has a desire to make the city better.
T. Hennen asked Pierskalla what his goals would be. Pierskalla said he would like to see harmony among city council and in city hall. Pierskalla said he would like to see the bad press stop. Pierskalla said he is willing to work with everyone.

Atkinson asked Pierskalla if he thought there were any areas of needed major improvement. Pierskalla said efficiency in the maintenance department can be improved. Pierskalla said just by looking down Main Street, some things don’t look right. Pierskalla said Freeport needs more business and housing. Pierskalla said the city is in great shape and we can be proud.

Mike Eveslage

K. Goebel asked Eveslage what his strengths area and why he is a better applicant than others. Eveslage said he is not better than any other citizen. Eveslage said he and his family moved back to town and since he is here, he feels he should learn more about the city and what is going on here. Eveslage said he made a living listening, as a teacher, and listening is important. Eveslage said Freeport is incredibly taxed. Eveslage said he currently works for his family’s business doing office work.
T. Hennen asked if work would be an issue. Eveslage said no. Eveslage said it’s important the city work with existing business and that getting new business help.
Atkinson asked Eveslage what changes he would like to see. Eveslage said he would like to see reduced taxes, if possible. Eveslage said he would like to know why taxes are high.

Andrea Ramacher

K. Goebel asked Ramacher why she thinks she is better than any other applicant. Ramacher said she is not better. Ramacher said she grew-up around the area and now that she is back she wants to get involved in government. Ramacher said she didn’t file for office in November, because she felt everyone was qualified. Ramacher said she has excellent listening and negotiating skills. Ramacher said she would like to see council meetings running more smoothly and getting community more involved. Ramacher said taxes are high and that Freeport is three times more expensive to live-in than Albany. Ramacher said taxes are turning people away. Ramacher said she feels there’s a strong city council now. Ramacher said citizens need to be present to know fully what is going on.
Ettle asked what Ramacher what her goals are. Ramacher said less government and less spending. Ramacher said the city has spent money redoing things that were unnecessary.

Recess

Atkinson recessed the meeting a 7:42pm. Atkinson reconvened the meeting at 7:47pm,
Determining Frontrunners to Invite Back For Second Interview on January 14th
City council members discussed among themselves whom they would want to invite back for a second interview.
Ettle moved and T. Hennen seconded a motion to ask Gary Pierskalla, Carrie Goebel, Mike Eveslage, and Andrea Ramacher back for a second interview on January 14th at 7pm. Motion carried 4-0.

Atkinson said he wanted to call an Emergency Meeting to consider appointment of Tim Hennen to Acting Mayor. Schirmer asked Atkinson if he was calling an Emergency Meeting while in the middle of the special meeting. Atkinson said that’s right, since we don’t have to pay for no extra meeting. Schirmer recommended adjourning the current meeting before opening another. K. Goebel said the special meeting should be adjourned. Atkinson said it can be adjourned
Adjourn
Ettle moved and K. Goebel seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried 4-0. Meeting adjourned at 7:55pm.

___________________________




___________________________

Rodney Atkinson, Mayor 





Mason Schirmer, Clerk-Treasurer
The City of Freeport is an Equal Opportunity Provider
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