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October 20, 2014 – Meeting Minutes

A regular meeting of the Freeport Economic Development Authority was called to order at 12:08 P.M. by Member Carrie Goebel with members Mason Schirmer, Jim Hemker and Scott Hoeschen present. President Worms arrived after meeting convened. Also in attendance was Dan Roering.
Approval of the Agenda
Schirmer said notice was published of a public hearing to consider the sale of an industrial lot to Dan Roering and recommended adding 1) a public hearing; and 2) lot sale. Hoeschen moved and Schirmer seconded a motion to approve the agenda with the changes. Motion carried 3-0 (Hemker abstained).

Public Hearing to Consider Sale of Industrial Park Lot to Dan Roering

Roering said he recently learned 1) Xcel Energy will be charging $5,500 to make electricity available to the lot and 2) the lot is covered by two feet of black dirt, which would need removed before the lot can be developed. Roering said due to those costs, and the he was offered two acres of private property at a rate of $12,000 per acre, he is offering to purchase Lot 1 Block 2 of Freeport Industrial Park Plat 6 for $10,000.

Hemker said he was surprised to hear how much money Xcel Energy charges to bring service to some lots.
Roering said some lots have access to overhead power, which costs little to nothing; however, the lot he is interested in purchasing would require trenching.
Worms said the business belongs in the industrial park.

Worms moved and Schirmer seconded a motion to close the public hearing. Motion carried 4-0 (Hemker abstained). Public hearing closed at 12:26pm.

Approval of Sept 15th and Sept 29th Meeting Minutes

Goebel moved and Schirmer seconded a summary motion to approve the 9/15/14 meeting minutes and 9/29/14 meeting minutes. Motion carried 4-0 (Hemker abstained).

Secretary’s Report

Schirmer said he toured Backwater Boats recently. Schirmer said Backwater Boats’ current location is great. Schirmer said the Revolving Loan Fund has a balance and suggested that those dollars be put back into use. Hoeschen asked when the last time a loan was made. Worms said it had been years. Schirmer said the industrial park lots are still not listed with a realtor.

New Business

Schirmer said a notice was mailed to Heidgerken, a message was left on his phone, and an agenda packet was mailed to him. Schirmer said Heidgerken provided no response, therefor he has resigned from the EDA, as per Article VI Part I of the EDA Bylaws.


Schirmer said Scott Hoeschen is a new member of the EDA, recently approved by the city council. Hoeschen provided a brief description of his experience in business development.
Hemker asked if the appointment was approved by city council, since Rodney Atkinson states in his campaign brochure for Mayor that appointments are not being approved by council. A copy of the brochure was provided. Schirmer read aloud the city council motion approving the appointment of Scott Hoeschen to the EDA, from the 9/30/14 city council meeting minutes. Schirmer said Atkinson’s statement is false.

Worms said Rodney Atkinson states in the campaign brochure that he invested six months on a purchasing policy and that the city’s purchasing policy, approved in October 2013, is not being followed. Schirmer said 1) Atkinson spent no time with the city developing a purchasing policy; 2) the city’s purchasing policy was approved in September 2013 when Atkinson, referring to a draft copy not recommended for approval, said “I make a motion to approve this god-for-saken piece of paper in its entirety;” and 3) the purchasing policy has been followed since September 2013. Schirmer said Atkinson’s statements are false.
Hemker said he was not comfortable with Atkinson making false statements.
Sale of Lot 1 Block 2 of Freeport Industrial Park Plat 6
Schirmer moved and Worms seconded a motion to approve selling Lot 1 Block 2 of Freeport Industrial Park Plat 6 to Dan Roering for $10,000 with the seller paying all closing costs and the buyer providing $500 earnest money. Schirmer provided an estimate of closing costs totaling $1,290. Worms said the cost is minimal when considering the importance of having the lot sold and developed. Worms said the decision to sell the lot for the stated amount is because 1) the cost of removing black dirt; 2) the cost of getting electricity service to the lot; and 3) the lot is land-locked yet fits Roering’s intended use well. Motion carried 4-0 (Hemker abstained). Schirmer said the city council will be presented the information for final approval during the upcoming 10/28/14 city council meeting.
Adjourn
Schirmer moved and Worms seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting at 12:59pm. Motion carried 5-0.
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Matthew Worms, President


Mason Schirmer, Secretary
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